Webinar…Help Build Strong Financial Futures: ASSET Initiative, Asset Building Practices, and Trends
 Agenda
Thursday, August 11   2:00-3:30 EST 
	Welcome, Introductions and Purpose of Webinar
	NASCSP

	Overview of the ACF ASSET Initiative-Ms. George will introduce the ACF ASSET Initiative. She will discuss why and how the Initiative was created, how it is working, who is involved and regional efforts. She will outline the 5 goals, what’s happening in the field (AFI Resource Center and Regional Consultants), and ASSET Initiative Tools and Resources available to NASCSP members.
Oklahoma’s Investment. Ms. McLaughlin’s Team invested discretionary funds into the Oklahoma Association of Community Action Agencies Asset Development Project for the past 7 years.  She will share their experience and results. 
Q&A w/Janelle & Kathy
	J. Janelle George, MSW, MPP, Social Science Analyst, Division of State Assistance, Office of Community Services 
Kathy McLaughlin, CSBG Program Manager


	Asset Building Practices- Hear what’s happening in the asset field. Who else is involved? What are they doing? How do we connect? 
Q & A w/  Inger
	Inger Giuffrida, Financial Educator and Asset Building Consultant

	Asset Research and Trends-Learn results of asset research and trends regarding individual development accounts and asset strategies. 
Q & A w/Ida
	Ida Rademacher, CFED 

	Open Discussion 
Poll
Evaluation in separate email
	NASCSP





About the Speakers: 
J. Janelle George, MSW, MPP is a Social Science Analyst with the Division of State Assistance (DSA), Office of Community Services (OCS) in the Administration for Children and Families (ACF).  Currently, Ms. George is responsible for the discretionary grants under the Community Services Block Grant Program (CSBG) Training and Technical Assistance (T/TA) program.  Prior to this work, Ms. George served as the CSBG Program Specialist for States and Tribes in Regions I and VIII and assisted with the Social Services Block Grant (SSBG) program. 
Ms. George is a 2007 graduate of the Department of Health and Human Services’ (HHS) Emerging Leaders Program (ELP), which is designed to cultivate the future leaders of HHS.  
Kathy McLaughlin is the Director of Programs, Citizen Empowerment Team, Office of Community Services, Oklahoma Department of Commerce.   Kathy supervises a team of 14 and administers 12 separate programs, such as the Community Services Block Grant Program; the State Head Start Program; Rx4Okla; Weatherization Assistance Program; Emergency Shelter Grant; and Senior Nutrition programs. She also oversees the State Energy Office and a range of ARRA funds. 
Kathy works closely with Oklahoma’s Community Action Agencies and meets with the Executive Directors and the Association Executive Director at least monthly.  She previously served on the Board of the National Association of State Community Services Programs and is a Steering Committee member of the Oklahoma Asset Building Coalition.  Kathy also serves on the Oklahoma Head Start Collaboration Advisory Board.  
Inger Giuffrida is a training and technical assistance consultant focusing on financial literacy education and asset building strategies in rural and urban communities for diverse populations. Ms. Giuffrida has been working primarily as a practitioner in the microenterprise and asset development fields internationally and domestically for twenty years. She created and co-wrote four nationally distributed financial education curricula:  Finding Paths to Prosperity (CFED and NEFE), Saving Smart, Spending Smart (Share Our Strength), Your Values, Your Choices, Your Money (Thrivent Financial for Lutherans), and More than Money Matters (Thrivent Financial for Lutherans).  She was also the creator and co-writer on the Youth Financial Empowerment Curriculum for the New York City Administration for Children’s Services; this curriculum is specifically designed for young people transitioning out of foster care.  She has also developed and delivered financial education trainer of trainers to hundreds of practitioners in the asset building field. Inger holds an MBA from Western Michigan University and a BS in Business Finance from Miami University.
Ida Rademacher is CFED's Research Director. In this capacity she provides research and evaluation expertise to help CFED define and advance a research agenda that identifies, investigates and advances effective strategies for building assets and expanding economic opportunity. She provides research support and guidance to CFED's field development, product innovation and policy teams. She is also responsible for development of key research publications such as the Assets and Opportunity Scorecard, and for working with CFED's research partners in government, academia and community-based institutions. Ida has over ten years of applied research and evaluation experience in the fields of asset building, workforce development, rural and immigrant entrepreneurship, and community economic development. Prior to joining CFED, she worked with the Academy for Educational Development and the Aspen Institute where she formulated and led participatory research, evaluation and peer-learning projects in the fields of workforce and economic development.
